up.

Indeed, economists as far back as
John Maynard Keynes have ascribed
such expectations to “animal spirits”
more than reasoned analysis, says the

University of Toronto’s William
Strange.

e —— = pruass

demic?
“Good luck,” says alaughingStrange, a
professor of economic policy and anal-
ysis at the U of T's Rotman School of
Management.
“Now the animal spirits may become
alittle bit less animal, they maybecome

(]

HOUSING continued on B&
E?E 5can this code to ses
how home prices
across Canada have
Y changed since 2005

Rapid-testing idea takes flight

Relay created a new airport
COVID-19 screening system
with only a half-hour wait

SEAN FRANKLING

SPECIAL TO THE STAR

“If you asked someone two years ago
about getting a medical test in an air-
port, they'd look at you sideways,” says
Clark Kent, president of Toronto-
based Relay Medical Corp. But with the
pandemic reshaping our definition of
travel safety, providing a negative CO-
VID-19 test is becoming a common
component — and sometimes a re-
quirement — of the air travel routine.

RICK MADOMIK

Relay's CEQ
Yoav Raiter,
left, prasident
Clark Kent and
chief science
officer Tom
Glawdel, the
three seniar
team
members
behind the
pivot to the
Fionet rapid
testing
system.

TOROMNTO STAR

national Airport has run more than
8,000 rapid antigen tests for COVID-19
through Relay’s Fionet testing system.

Before the pandemic, Relay was a
small, pre-revenue, research-and-de-
velopment startup. Its main project

was Pharmatrac, a platform that used a
camera and Al to track whether or not
patients were taking their medication.
But when lockdown made it impossible

Now, Relay’s own rapid screening sys-
tem for COVID-19, using technology
from a Canadian company, is helping
the country’s biggest airport move pas-
sengers safely during the pandemic.

Since March, Toronto Pearson Inter- TESTS continued on B7
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- Rapid testing helps, but isn’t ‘silver bullet’

TESTS from B
personal story. When he immi-
ted from Israel 19 years ago,
If:bbnng test subjects into the %r]:mngest daughter, who was
for product trials, develop- four at the time, was diagnosed
ment couldn’t continue, That with a brain tumour.
':35 “ﬂlﬁ‘ll"toﬂeléﬁs wc[ii:;lff science “The doctors said, You can
fficer, Tom pitched choose to get the regular treat-
anldeaforanewprqectto B& ment, but Dr. Eric Bouffet from
g& chief executive, Yoav Rai- Sick Kids just invented some-
g : ; thing new. So I said, Tmin"”
H:Ime;nberthepgfo%@lhg That decision saved his
e ockdown VID, daughter’s life and provided the

says Raiter. “T was in lockdown
with my two daughters, and
Tom called and said, T know

hy;u‘m not gg;ng to like it, but I you start to realize there’s more
G]:\idg:ﬁhtade:een e to life than just work and fi-
exarmng nance,” he says.

il e et o e
demic management, and had med;::f‘latﬁefm i ;r'im
there would be aneed i fiog e e

?een that e 1 took it, launching the career
ornﬁﬁgﬂy;mmﬁomd ';lgjpimedhhi:;&a(:EG’s
Relay ir at whe -
to help — Pharmatrac muld_be demic bl:;;agr_ Hisndg:fghp::n
adapted to read test results in- now 22, is studying to be a doc-

stead of scanning pill contain-

ers. And Relay had contacts

Fio Corporation, which makes

at
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Relay's CEO Yoav Raiter, left, president Clark Kent and chief science officer Tom Glawdel created
the Fionet rapid testing system, seen on table. Since March, Toronte Pearson International Airpert  give back to the country that

spark to get both her and Raiter
himself interested in medicine.
“You talk to the doctors and

“We wanted to find a way to

deviges for processing and re- has run more than 8,000 rapid antigen tests for COVID-19 through the Fionet testing system. saved her,” Raiter says.

cording rapid tests for a variety He uses war analogies to de-
of different diseases, including the system can do up to 60 per scribe the pandemic. “Thisis a
AIDS and Ebola in Africa. hour, biology war,” he says. “Every

The result was a partnership
with Fio to adapt its device,
along with original workflow
solutions and AI recognition
technology from Relay, into a

Kent, rapid testing at airports
may become as normal as step-  ing biosecurity.”
ping through a metal detector.
Both he and Raiter liken the isalsolong-standing Asachild,

In a post-COVID world, says person can become a carrier of
a biology bomb. We're provid-

Glawdel's interest in medicine

system they call Fionet. pandemic to 9/11, viewingitasa he needed treatment foraheart
The parts needed to make Fio- crisis that will permanently re- defect when his family immi-

net “did kind of align,” Glawdel shape the way we view security. grated from Poland.

says. “There’s a bunch of pieces, “I think there’s something to ~ “I've always been close to

like solving a puzzle.” that analogy,” says Laura Rosel- medicine in that sense” Glaw-

Kent says the company was
excited to be part of a solution
that could get people back to
work or to travelling. “That’s

probably the only common
thread you’ll find at our very Relay's COWD test indicator resembles a home pregnancy test.

la, a professor of epidemiology  del says.
at the University of Toronto’s
Dalla Lana School of Public
Health who has been a vocal 1had more ofan inclination for
advocate for wider rollouts of engineering”

‘rapid antigen testing.

“I always thought 1 was going
to go into medicine, but I found

When the pandemic hit,

diverse company.” - “It’s not a silver bullet” she Glawdelsawachancetomakea
Kent, whogrewupin London, was so eager to find a way forit. mitted to the Ontario Labora- adds, cautioning thatrapid test- ~ difference. “Relay Medical was
Ont, in a family with a blue- to help when the pandemic ar-  tories Information System, and  ingalone won't returnustoun-  inaunique position. Wehad the

restricted public life. “The right people. We'te nimble. We
modelling studies show if you saw an opportunity and we

collar background, took acircu-  rived last year. the traveller must schedule and

itous route to health care. (e  The airport quick-screening

away due to hnﬁp\tal erTon fol-

€ alrpo o0 the”

undergo aslomr but more ac-
; chain

solation period

writes his name test is representative of Kent’s ﬁumeuﬂympanﬁfa took it to get into the fight and
w:thﬁ:enuﬁal_WClarthnt, “ml]wnthtbe:;::mrch@.:”nmdw actually do saﬂ;zn?ﬁun& .

testing area in the airport ter- travellers can resume theiritin-  to see rapid testing used to pre- ‘We we m from a small com-

lowing a car accident. minal when they arrive. eraries. vent outbreaks everywhere pany raising $1 million or $2

“Tleft the cityand kindof nev-  There, a tester takes a nasal  Testing positive for COVID-19 from workplaces to schools to - million here and there. We end-

er looked back.” swab, as with any other COVID may interrupt travel plans or crowded concerts. On a large  ed the year off raising over S10
enough scale, they may be a million.”

At 19, he began a career in fi-
nance and business manage-
ment, including work at bou-

test, and applies it to an indica-
tor resembling a home preg-
nancy test. The indicator goes

require passengers to make al-
ternate travel arrangements
with their airlines. But for the
majority of travellers who test

piece of the solution to ending
lockdowns for good.
For now, Rosella describes

All three of Relay’s senior ex-
ecutives agree that working in
medical technology means

investment firms, mining  intoa queue tobe enteredintoa edi
:ﬁeenerg cfﬁnpamcs a.ndg FioNe(;;umachine about the size negative, the FioNet system of-  high-volume rapid testing as thinking about _whalt rlrf:3— ca;!
most recently, in medical tech-  of a debit-card reader —a tim- fers a way to streamline the “an a_cldud layer c_;f protection” do to help, not _}U..E-T.k 110"-' much
nology. ing system lets the machine testing process while meeting usedin tmd_emmt__hmasks and money they can make. i
“I found my way to health read theindicatoronlyafterthe some airlines’ requirement to contact tracing, akin to the way When you get smjn._ethln;_‘,
care. I have a passion for that, latter has had time to accurate- show a negative result before taking your shoes off at the air-  that works in the field, it’s q;ndorc.
influenced by what h.appened ly display the results. flying. portaddsalayeron topof X-ray than just a financial reward. It
with byd:::se friend” he  The FioNet machine double-  These rapid antigen tests at machines and metal detectors. helps people directly,” Glawdel
Tngi very was part of checks the test results using Al the airport take about 30 min-  Like Kent, Raiter’s passion for says. Pl o
saySm Re- adapted from Pharmatrac. If utes from arrival to results — the medical technology indus-  OrasRaiter putsit: Youdon't
o e . running multiple tests at once, {ry comes from an intensely havetobeadoctorto save lives.

lay and part of the reason he

the test is positive, it is trans-

-




